
Police Liability Issues: In 

Pursuit of Driver Safety



What is the Problem?

What is causing it?

Can we do anything to fix it?

Why should we care?



QUIZ: Which of these do you use most 

frequently?



QUIZ: Which of these do you train with 

the most?



QUIZ: Which of these kills more 

officers?



The reality is:

• We use the car every day but may go a whole 

career without using our handgun…

• We train at least annually with our guns… but 
almost never train with vehicle after BLET

• For the past 20 years, more officers have died each 

year from vehicle related incidents such as hitting 

trees than have been killed by armed suspects.



180 Officer Deaths in 2011

68

760

45

Contributing Factors

Gunfire

Other Assault

Vehilce related

Other

NOTE: 1st time in the last 20 years that gunfire killed more officers than wrecks/vehicle related incidents



Deputy Sheriff Derrick Lee Whittle, Union County Sheriff's Office, Georgia

End of Watch: Sunday, September 18, 2011

“He was responding to a domestic disturbance involving weapons when his 
patrol car left the roadway and struck a tree near the intersection of Mt. Pleasant 

Church Road and Bowers Circle.”

Trooper Mark Edward Toney, Iowa State Patrol, Iowa

End of Watch: Tuesday, September 20, 2011

“He was traveling with emergency equipment activated when the patrol car left 

the roadway and overturned several times, landing in a field. The vehicle burst 

into flames during the accident. The crash investigation determined that Trooper 

Toney's patrol car was traveling at approximately 115 mph when it left the 

roadway.”



133 Officer Deaths in 2012

48

649

30

Contributing Factors

Gunfire

Other Assault

Vehicle related

Other



Deputy Sheriff Ricky Ray Issac, JR., Natchitoches Parish Sheriff’s Office, 
Louisiana. End of Watch: Saturday, December 8, 2012

“Deputy Sheriff Ricky Issac was killed in a single-vehicle crash on Louisiana 

Highway 1, south of Highway 120, during a period of heavy rain.His patrol car 

hydroplaned as he entered a curve on the roadway. The vehicle left the road, 

went down an embankment, and struck several trees. Despite wearing his 

seatbelt, Deputy Issac suffered fatal injuries.”

Police Office Justin Durwood Maples, Cleveland Police Department, Tennessee
End of Watch: Sunday, May 20, 2012

Police Officer Justin Maples was killed in a single vehicle crash on South Lee 

Highway at approximately 9:30 pm. His patrol car left the roadway and struck a 

telephone pole, causing severe damage. He was transported to SkyRidge

Medical Center where he succumbed to his injuries 50 minutes later.



114 Officer Deaths in 2013
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Contributing Factors

Gunfire

Other Assault

Vehicle related

Other



Corporal Terry Johnson, Sebastian County Sheriff's Office, Arkansas

End of Watch: Saturday, March 2, 2013

“Corporal Terry Johnson succumbed to injuries sustained several hours earlier 

when he was involved in a vehicle crash while on patrol. A citizen called 911 to 

report an overturned patrol car in a ditch along Highway 96 in Lavaca, Arkansas, 

at approximately 4:20 am. Responding rescue personnel extricated him from the 

vehicle and transported him to Mercy Hospital. He succumbed to injuries shortly 

after noon.”

Senior Police Officer Robert A. Bingman, Asheville Police, NC
End of Watch: Tuesday October 29, 2013

Senior Police Officer Rob Bingaman was killed a single vehicle crash when his 

patrol car plunged off of the Jeff Bowen Bridge on I-240, onto Riverside Drive 

below.



127 Officer Deaths in 2014
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Contributing Factors

Gunfire

Other Assault

Vehicle related

Other



Deputy Sheriff Jacob Daniel Calvin, Tipton County Sheriff's Office, Indiana

End of Watch: Saturday, June 28, 2014

“Deputy Sheriff Jacob Calvin was killed in a single vehicle crash near the 
intersection of CR 300 West and CR 300 South while responding to an accident 

shortly before 10:00 pm. His vehicle left the roadway and rolled over several 

times, ejecting him from the vehicle. He was transported to a local hospital where 

he succumbed to his injuries.”

Patrolman First Class Jamel Clagett, Charles County Sheriff's Office, Maryland
End of Watch: Sunday, December 21, 2014

Patrolman First Class Jamel Clagett was killed in a single vehicle crash when his 

patrol car left the roadway and struck a tree on Route 218, near Fairview Beach, 

Virginia, shortly before 9:00 am.



37 Officer Deaths so far in 2015
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Contributing Factors

Gunfire

Other Assault

Vehicle related

Other

Just a side note – 10 deaths are from Heart Attacks… are you pushing Wellness/Fitness?



Detective John Scott Stevens, Ocean County Prosecutor's Office, New Jersey

End of Watch: Wednesday, January 21, 2015

“Detective John Stevens succumbed to injuries sustained two weeks earlier in a 
single vehicle collision on Dover Road in Lacey Township. He was working on an 

undercover assignment and was driving an undercover vehicle when it crossed 

the center and struck a tree. He was transported to Jersey Shore University 

Medical Center where he remained until passing away on January 21st.”

Police Officer Darryl Wallace, Clayton County Police Department, Georgia
End of Watch: Sunday, March 15, 2015

“Police Officer Darryl Wallace was killed in a single vehicle crash while 

responding to a prowler call at approximately 8:30 pm. He had his emergency 

equipment activated and was attempting to pass another vehicle when his patrol 

car left the roadway at the intersection of Tara Boulevard and Old Poston Road.”



Gunfire vs. Vehicles
Year Gunfire Vehicle Collisions Vehicle Related

2014 47 35 15

2013 31 34 13

2012 48 32 17

2011 68 44 16

2010 59 52 20

2009 47 40 17

2008 40 46 25

2007 66 62 19

2006 51 48 26

2005 53 43 26

2004 56 48 26



What kind of wrecks are we having?

Decision making and Judgment





What kind of wrecks are we having?



What kind of wrecks are we having?

Turning and Speed Control



What kind of wrecks are we having?

Distractions, Poor Reactions, and Fatigue



What kind of wrecks are we having?

Distractions, Poor Reactions, and Fatigue



What kind of wrecks are we having?

Right of Way and Operating with Due Regard



What is the impact of our wrecks?

DEPARTMENTAL IMPACTS (short term) :

• Damage to equipment

• Departmental punishment

 Letters in your file

 Days off

 Demotion

 Termination



What is the impact of our wrecks?

INJURIES/FATALITIES:

• Injury to officer

• Lost work time

• Career ending injuries

• Death

• Injury to a third party

• Death of a third party

• Mental/Emotional 

Trauma
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YEAR TOTAL Injury/Fatality %

2010 882 246/5 28%

2009 338 89/1 26%

2008 786 269/2 34%

2007 849 289/6 34%

2006 720 251/3 35%

On Average – 31% of Police Involved 

Vehicle Collisions result in an injury

NC Police-Involved Crashes



What is the impact of our wrecks?

LEGAL/LONG-TERM IMPACTS:

• Lawsuits/civil liability

 Against officer

 Against Department

 Against Town/City

• Jail Time

• Increased insurance 

costs

• Negative media 

attention



Injury Claims from Operating a Motor Vehicle:

Year All Claims

Operating a 

Motor 

Vehicle % Rank Average Claim

Highest Single 

Claim

2006 571 71 12.4% 4th $14,643 $236,028

2007 574 54 9.4% 4th $11,265 $86,781

2008 575 82 14.3% 3rd $12,429 $297,500

NOTE: Two other categories of job functions – “Pursue Fleeing 
Suspects” and “Perform Patrol Duties” may include vehicle-related 

injuries that were not included above. 



So…. Can we do anything to stop this?•



Can we do anything to stop this?



Or this?


