
San Antonio Police Department 

The City of San Antonio, located in south-central Texas, is home to approximately 1.4 

million residents making it the second most populated city in Texas. It covers 465 square miles 

and is the seventh most populated city in the United States with roughly 32 million tourists 

arriving every year. The 80 miles that separate San Antonio and Austin is, one day, expected to 

form a new metroplex similar to the one in Dallas and Fort Worth. The Alamo, Riverwalk, 

Sea World and the Tower of Americas are just some of the places that help make San Antonio so 

inviting. 

The San Antonio Police Department was formed in 1846. Over the last 176 years, it has 

grown to include 2,352 sworn police officers and 983 civilian members. Each year, SAPD receives 

approximately 2.2 million emergency and non-emergency calls for service. In 2016, SAPD was 

recognized by the 21st Century Policing Task Force for being at the national forefront in several 

areas including Community Policing, Officer Training and Officer Wellness. The department and 

its members strive to instill a spirit of togetherness and support from the San Antonio community. 

We take our core values of integrity, respect, compassion and fairness to heart and will continue 

to work towards achieving excellence within our great department and beyond. 

SOU Training Initiative and Coordinated Response Summary 

In the last quarter of 2020, the San Antonio Police Department (SAPD) conducted administrative 

reviews of line officer's tactical decision making and determined additional tactical training would 

be beneficial. The Training Academy has historically been the primary source of tactical training 

for the Department. However, COVID and the emphasis on training cadets had stretched the 

Academy resources. When considering innovative solutions to this issue, the Department turned 

to the Special Operations Unit (SOU). 

SOU is comprised of SWAT, K-9, Hostage Negotiators and Bomb Squad. The SWAT team has 25 

operators, most of whom are certified by the Texas Commission on Law Enforcement as 
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