
The National Law Enforcement Of�cers Memorial Fund (NLEOMF) in conjunction with 

the National Highway Traf�c Safety Administration (NHTSA) collects and analyzes fatal 

law enforcement crash data to track any emerging trends and to provide timely safety 

recommendations to the �eld. 

During the second Quarter of 2024, traf�c-related line of duty deaths remained higher 

compared to the same period in 2023.  Through the second quarter of 2023, there were 

a total of 14 reported line of duty deaths that involved of�cers being killed in crashes or 

struck by vehicles.  As of July 31, 2024, the overall number of reported traf�c-related line 

of duty deaths is 29, representing a 107% increase.

Traf�c related fatalities were up in every category through the second quarter of 2024, 

when compared to the same period in 2023. 

Fatal Automobile Collisions Are 50% Higher in the First Six 
Months of 2024!

In comparison with the second quarter of 2023, the second quarter of 2024 saw a continued 

increase in fatal automobile collisions and in single-vehicle crashes.  There have been four 

fatal single-vehicle crashes compared to two during the same period in 2023.  

There have been a total of 14 fatal collisions with other vehicles in 2024, compared to nine 

in 2023, representing a 56% increase in that category of crash.  NLEOMF Staff have also 

recorded over 120 reported non-fatal crash injury cases compared to only 45 in 2023.  

Struck-by Crashes Higher Over the Same Period in 2023

The number of struck-by crashes also rose during the second quarter of 2024.  During the 

same period in 2023, there were two reported fatal struck-by crashes compared to nine in 

2024.  In the most recent case, a Motor Of�cer was conducting a traf�c stop and was struck 

and killed by a passing motorist.  This represents a 350% increase when compared to the 

second quarter of 2023.  

Fatal Motorcycle Crashes Also Above 2023 Numbers

In the second quarter of 2023, there was one motorcycle crash, in the second quarter of 

2024, there were two fatal motorcycle crashes.  Both crashes occurred in June of 2024, and 

one involved an of�cer engaged in an escort of a funeral procession.  Escorts continue to be 

one of the most common circumstances involved in motorcycle crashes.

NHTSA Region Four (Alabama, Florida, Georgia, South Carolina, and Tennessee) has the 

highest number of law enforcement traf�c fatalities thus far in 2024, with seven cases.  The 

state of Georgia has had four traf�c-related fatalities in 2024, with one of them the result of 

an of�cer being struck and killed by a fellow of�cer during an arrest following a multi-state 

pursuit.
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Some preliminary analysis of the 2024 fatalities has revealed that three of the fatal cases 

involved a con�rmed impaired driver.  Two of the cases involved con�rmed distracted drivers 

(Texting).  Three of the cases involved incidents surrounding pursuits, and four of the nine 

struck-by crashes involved an of�cer on a traf�c stop, and one was the result of construction 

equipment striking an of�cer working a traf�c detail.  

Nine of the cases in 2024 appear to involve violations of that state’s “Slow Down and Move 

Over” law.  Heavy fog played a role in a fatal crash as an of�cer was responding to a call for 

tactical of�cers to assist in handling an incident.

In June, members of the NLEOMF Of�cer Safety and Wellness team attended the National 

Sheriff’s Association Conference in Oklahoma City and shared our crash research materials 

with numerous Sheriffs in attendance. 

SENIOR OFFICER 

VINCENTE ORTIZ JR. 

E.O.W. 6/1/2024

Corpus Christi (FL) Police Department

Killed in crash escorting a funeral 
procession.

CORPORAL ROBERT SUMNER 

E.O.W. 7/14/2024

Oklahoma Department 
of Corrections

Killed in a collision while driving a 
van to transport an inmate.

OFFICER MATTHEW BOWEN  

E.O.W. 7/11/2024

Vacaville (CA) Police Department

Struck by a vehicle while conducting a 
tra�c stop.
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Wear Reflective High Visibility Gear

SAFETY RECOMMENDATIONS:

Wear your seat belt

Avoid Distractions


